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The  LIFE  of  PHILIP  P 


I WAS  born  in  the  neighhoiirhood  of  Birminghaiil, 
and  was  put  to  the  button  trade.  During  my  ap^ 
prenticeship  I  was  very  steady  and  sober,  and  gav€i 
great  satisfaction  to  my  master,  who  often  told  me  he 
meant  to  assist  me  in  setting  out  in  life,  a  reward 
for  my  good  conduct.  These  good  beginnings  were 
Very  pleasing  to  my  parents  who  always  gave  me  good 
advice  and  were  very  desirous  to  pfbmote  my  welfare. 
After  the  expiration  Of  my  apprenticeship,  I  wrought 
for  so  ne  time  as  a  journeyman,  when,  having  more 
money  at  my  disposal,  1  began  to  frequent  a  public- 
bouse,  where  it  was  customary  for  a  consi<ier  tble 
number  of  mechanics  to  meet  every  night,  to  read  the 
newspapers.  "  Paiue's  Rights  of  Man/'  arid  other  pub' 
lications  of  a  similar  nature* 

In  process  of  time,  those  who  ivei*e  first  converted  to 
Paiue's  political  opinions,  introduced  his  'V  Age  of 
Reason."  At  first  I  had  some  objectionis^  to  .hear  it 
read,  but  they  were  soon  over-ruled,  and  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  I  became  as  great  an  admirer  of  his  religious  as 
of  bis  political  scheme. 

I  was  not  At  the  paius  to  esamiile  my  Bible,  but  took 
for  graiite^  ail  that  he  said.  Indeed.  I  was  spnietimes 
afrai*i  fet  Chiristianity  should  be  true;  especially  in  a 
fit  of  siciin<^ss  which  1  once  had,  ifVhen  1  thbtight  there 
w  as  but  a  step  between  nie  Mhci  dfeath.  I  then  began  to 
ask  n  ys^lf,  V  What  if  the  Bible  shonld  be  true  ?"  I  in- 
vanal  ly  answered, I  shall  be  miserable  to  all  f^ternity." 
,  On  my  reqovery,  however,  I  was  more  profligate  than 
before  :  and  as  I  worked  but  little,  found  myself  very 
-much  embarrassed.  On  mentioning  my  .situation  to 
one  of  riiy  companions,  he  told  me  he  could  relieve  me, 
if  1  would  engage  to  keep  a  secret ;  which  I  ptomising 
io  d<l,  he  said  if  1  would  give  him  half-a-guii^^a,  he 
would  put  me  in  po?»session  of  a  box.  contfuning  some- 
thing of  considerable  value,  though  he  did  not  inform 
me  what  the  box  coiitaiu'^d,  yet  1  easily  tmderstoiid  by 
his  u'J'^niier  that  it  w^'KS  base  coin.  It  was  -ehvered  to 
•me  ifi  ill*  .'Street,  whm  it  was  qnite  Jark.  On  return- 
ing honie,  1  found  it  contained  a  considerable  number  of 
pieces  of  base  coin,  in  imitation  of  half-crowns  and  shii- 


lings.  I  was  much  pleased  with  my  bargain:  it  sq 
much  resembled  the  cnrrent  coin  of  the  kingdom  thai 
I  thought  I  should  have  but  little  difficulty  in  paying 
it  awHy. 

My  confidents  finding  I  was  likely  to  be  staunch  m 
their  cause,  proposed  to  me  a  scheme  much  more  lucra- 
tive viz.  to  pass  forgefl  notes,  which  I  was  to  have 
upon. very  advantageous  terms.  In  putting  oiF  which, 
I  was  sometimes  in  danger  of  being  discovered. 

At  times  I  was  so  much  nlarmed  wjth  the  fear  of  d<»- 
tection.  that  I  could  not  compose  myself  to  sleep  for 
several  niglits  tog<^fher,  ani!  ,when  nature  was  quite 
exhaf)s1^d,  and  I  was  overpowered  b5' sleep  I  used  to 
im^giiie  rnvself  pursued  by  justice,  conveyed  to  prisop, 
arr^iigfje  !  c<)n  lemned.  carried  to  the  gallows,  and 
suspended  by  the  neck  >vhen  I  have  suddenly  awaked, 
and  been  transporte  !  with  j(,)y  on  fiading  it  was  q  ily  a 
dream.  The  agitation  of  my  mind  was  so  netiiiles 
visibly  expresseil  by  a  pale  countenance  and  a  trembling 
hand:  especially  whf^n  any  of  my  associates  were 
arrested  and  brought  to  justice,  fearing  least  they  should 
impeach  me,  and  that  my  crimes  would  find  me  out.  I 
often  resolved  to  amend,  and  support  myself  by  honest 
industry  v.but  having  been  so  long  abandoned  to  vice, 
and  idleness,  ipy  resolutions  proved  ineffectual 

In  the  beginning  of  tbe  year  1802.  I  began  to  think 
again  about  religion:  and  one  day  in  particular  niy  min^l 
was  powerfully  impressed  with  this  thought — '  Perhaps 
the  Christian  Religion  is  true  "  I  then  determined  to 
act  the  part  of  a  wise  man  by  being  on  the  safe  side  of 
the  question.  The  temptation  which  I  felt  to  attend 
the  execution  at  WashwoQd-H<?ath,  on  Eastar  Monday, 
was  too  powerful  to  be  resisted.  1  approached  the  aw- 
ful spot  with  trembling  steps.  I  arrived  a  considerable 
time  befpre  the  unfortunate  sufferers,  when  1  began  to 
reflect  on  the  many  and  highly  aggravating  crimes  of 
my  past  life.  I  felt  what  T  cannot  describe.  F(»r  some 
time  I  was  iinable  to  look  upwards.  V  S'uoto  upon  my 
breasi  and  said,  'God  be  nierciful  t(»  e  a  >^i!)nerI'* 
When  the  approach  of  the  malefactors  wasaniunmced, 
}  asked  myselif,  Why  am  I  not  one  of  them  ?  for  surely 
i  deserve  the  gallows       1  said,      It  is  of  thy  merc^. 
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0  Lord,  that  I  am  not  consumed  I  I  resolved  to  make 
all  the  reparation  ip  my  power  to  any  whoni  I  had  Iq- 

jiired,  if  I  could  do  it  privately.  ' 

After  the  awful  sceEie  was  closed,  I  fetntned  home 
witli  a  heart  deeply  oppressed  with  grief.    On  my  way 

1  was  overtaken  by  an  old  acquaintance,  who  asked  me 
if  I  wanted  any  thing  in  his  way,  I  knew  what  he 
alluded  to,  and  told  him  I  did  not ;  that  I  had  had 
enough,  and  too  much  in  that  way  already;  that  I  was 
determined  to  reform  ;  and  before  I  parted  with  him, 
exhorted  him  to  do  the  same.  He  heard  me  very  pa- 
tiently,  and  said  he  thought  it  would  be  best  for  us  all. 
When  I  came  home,  I  immediately  burned  ail  ray  bad 
notes,  which  amountetf  to  more  than  £50,  I  opened 
my  Bible,  and  my  attention  was  arrested  by  these 
words:  "Let  the  wicked  forsake  his  way,  and  the 
iinrighteons  man  his  thoughts,  and  let  him  return  iirito 
the  Lord,  and  he  wiil  have  mercy  upon  hina,"  which 
very  much  encouraged  me  in  my  good  purposes.  The 
next  day  I  went  to  my  work,  and  found  myself  mote 
happy  in  my  lawful  employment,  than  I  had  done  for 
a  considerable  time  before. 

Soon  after  this,  I  went  to  a  place  of  public  worship ; 
the  subject  of  the  minister's  discourse  was  prayer;  he 
explained  it's  natwre,  objects,  and  advantages:  While 
speaking  on  the  subject  of  prayer,  he  meiitidned  the 
pardon  of  sin  as  one  of  them,  which  he  observed  wuh 
a  present  blessing.  He  proved  from  the  Holy  Scriplurfe^, 
that  it  was  fi-ee  for  every  true  penitent.  "  He  par-' 
doneth  and  absolveth  all  them  that  truly  repent,  and^ 
ufifeignedly  believe  his  holy  Gospel." 

I  was  now  more  fully  convinced  of  my  need  of  pnfdoiv 
than  before.  1  sought  it  with  all  my  heart;  nor  did  f 
seek  in  vain  ;  for  I  soon  found  "  redemption  in  the  blood 
of  Christ,  even  the  forgiveness  of  my  sins/'  I  began  tii 
read  my  Bible,  which  I  Irad  long  neglected,  and  I  now 
viewed  it  as  a  divinely  inspired  book,  containing  trutlis 
VForthy  of  the  great  Author.  ^  v 

The  education  of  my  children  having  been  shame- 
'  fully  neglected,  I  sent  them  to  a  Sunday  School,' wheT'e 
they  were  taught  to  read  the  Holy  Sc/ipkires,  to  fear 
G{^4  and  honour  the  king.  ' 
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llavmg'  contr^iete4  sererai  debts  in  th«  time  of  m  j 
impiety,  1  l)0g:an  to  discharge  them;  aiid  in  order  to  do 
this,  I  wa?  diligent  in  my  business,  and  fare^i  very 
hard  ;  but  my  scanty  morsel,  bein^  sanctified  by  the 
vrord  of  God  and  prayer,  was  sweet  and  pleasant  to 
me.  1  soon  found  that  godliness  is  pi'ofitable  unto  all 
things,  having  the  promise  of  the  life  that,  now  is/ and 
of  that  vvhich  is  to  copie." 

I  intimated  a  determinaiioa  tomake.  restitution  to  any 
whoni  I. had  injured.  Notwithstanding;  I  had  uttered 
much  base  coin,  and  many  fofged  notes,  yet  it  wa^? 
difficult  to  find  out  the  injured  person.?  however,  I 
knew  a  few,  who,  having  kept  the  hv^se  coin  in  their 
pocketsi  longer  than  was  proper,  were  not  able  to  pay 
it  away.  I  also  knew  two  persons,  who  had  each  a 
forged  note,  which  they  had  received  from  me,  to 
whom  I  sent  a  guinea  note,  with  the  ifoUowing  letter: 

"  Sir,— Inclosed  yon  have  a  note,  value  £1  I.?, 
The  only  diselosare  1  ean  make  at  present,  is  just  to 
state,  that  I  have  injured  yoa  to  that  aaiount,  and  that 
1  ctitiinot  be  easy  in  my  conscience  without  making  you 
full  satisfaetioD.  For  the  recovery  of  your  right  you 
are  indebted  to  the  grace  of  God,  which. has  wrought 
an  effectual  change  in  my  heart,  and  made  me  an  honest 
man.    1  am,  your  humble  and  penitent  Servant, 

The  Wpjtek." 

About  a  year  after  my  conversion,  one  of  my  old 
companions  in  iniquity  (viz.  the  man  who  accosted  me 
in  my  returning  from  the  execution  at  Washwood- 
Heath,)  wad  apprehertded  for  otTering  a  forged  note. 
After  his  commitment,  he  wrote  me  a  very  affecting  let- 
ter, begging  me  to  come  and  see  him :  but  I  thought  it 
most  proper  to  suspend  my  visit  upon  the  issue  of  his  trial. 

At  the  ensuing  assizes  lie  was  found  guilty,  and  being 
a  notorious  offender,  was  loft  for  execution.  A  few 
days  after,  I  received  fro>m  him  the  following  letter : 

My  very  de^r  pfiend,, 

"  The  issue  on  which  you  suspended  your  visit 
is  now  determined.— I  have  no  hope  of  life!  Had  I 
iiearketted  to,  ftud  been  influenced  by-your  good  coun- 
ji^el,  1  should  not  have  been  in  this  dreadful  situation, — 
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Jreadful,  both  with  respect  to  body  aad  soul!  My  hor- 
ribfe  ceil  and  galling'  chains  are  terrific  !  but  this  is 
only  a  feint  r^cxreseiitatioa  of  eternal  darkness,  fire, 
chains!  O  wretchea  man,— what  shall  I  do? 
Lock».  bolts,  and  impenetrable  walls  forbid  my  pi^^ht! 
1  must  endure  my  sitaation,  and  yet  it  is  int(^ierable. 
Bo,  do,  come  and  see  me  without  delay.:  Let  me  see 
yon  at  least  once  before  death  separate  us  for  ever. 
The  good  advice  yon  gaVe  me  on  our  way  fro rri  Wash- 
wood- Heath,  recurs  to  my  ren>embrance  v^^ith  many  ag^- 
g:ravated  eircumstances— it  sunk  deep  into  my  heart  the 
same  evening,  after  I  arrived  at  home ;  but  going  the 
next  day  among  my  old  companions  in  wickedness;  T 
forgot  it,  and  my  mind  became  as  callous  as  it  had  been 
at  any  farmer  period  of  my  life.  Life  is  rapidly  hasten- 
iLigaway;  and  death,  judgment,  and  eternity,  assume 
a  terrible  form  !— I  shall  look  for  you  wtth  great  im- 
patieuse  and  anxiety.  Yoor's,  &o. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  1  determined  to  fulfil 
my  promise  immediately.  He  said,  *'  O,  my  friend, 
you  iiod  me  in  an  awful  situation!  I  am  ruined  for 
ever.  It  is  all  over  with  me  I'*  On  enquiring  into  the 
j^tate  of  ills  mind,  I  found  it  approached  nearly  to  des- 
peration. I  explained  to  Mm  the  nature  of  evangelical 
repentance  ;  and  set  before  him  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
as  the  Saviour  of  sinners,  in  whom  I  exhorted  him  to 
believe  for  present  pardon,  and  acceptance  with  God. 
I  prayed  with  him  several  times;  and  when  I  left  htm, 
I  referred  him  to  the  Lamb  of  God,  whotaketh  away 
the  slnsof  the  world.**  He  was  executed  shortly  after, 
but  1  have  not  been  able  to  learn  that  there \was  any 
hope  in  his  death. 

I  had  often  prayed  that  God  would  make  my  wife  a 
subject  of  the  same  change  which  he  had  wrought  in 
me  ;  for  though  she  had  not  been  so  outwardly  wicked 
as  many  of  her  neighbours,  yet  sb»e  was  not  converted, ' 
or  regenerated  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  When  I  first  urged 
this  important  stibject  upon  her,  she  saw  no  deed  of  it ; 
but  it  pleased  God  soon  to  convince  her  of  the  sin  of 
her  heart.  Seeing  herself  a  ruined  sinner,  sh^  i^pplied 
by  faith  to  the  Lord  Jesas  Christ ;  and  I  trust  was»,ja^« 


tified  freely  through  his  blood.  Her  conversion  was  n 
great  accession  to  my  happniess.  I  now  went  on  in  the 
Christian  way,  rejoicing  in  God  my  Saviour:  makin^ 
mentio  4  !if  his  ritfhteonsness  daily,  and  of  his  only*  li 
often  atfonled  me  h  hi^h  degree  of  pleasure,  to  near 
children  read  the  Holy  ScriplurevS,  and  sin^s;  h\tnn«*a«'x 
sipiritUHl  songs^  which  they  had  learned  at  their  Sunday 
Sch  »ol  It  is  ea»y  to  conceive  that  my  present  situ^itlo^? 
must  l)e  infinitely  preferable  to  my  past  state.  Havinfr 
taken  upon  me  the  yoke  of  Christ;  I  am  constrained  to 
affirm r  that  it  is  easy,  and  his  burden  light:  and  i  can 
assure  my  readers  1  find  so  much  personai  and  domes- 
tic happniess,  that  I  would  not  exchange  my  present 
'  situation  for  the  whole  world.  \  enjoy  so  much  comfort, 
and  reap  so  many  spiritual  advantages  in  attendhig  thf* 
house  of  God,  that  1  would  rather  be  a  door  *^eepei 
therein  than  dwell  in  the  tents  of  w:ckedness.  My 
deh^ht  is  with  the  people  of  God  :  I  often  take  sweet 
counsel  with  them,  and  feel  resolved  to  live  an  t  die  with 
them.  Vea,  this  people  shall  be  my  people  and  their 
God  shall  be  my  God." 

Within  the  ia^t  six  months,  I  have  reflected  much  tm 
the  miserable  condition  of  many  Free-Thinkers  in  their 
last  moments,  with  some  of  whom  I  was  intimately  ac- 
quainted. I  will  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  one,  of 
^hose  death  I  was  a  witness. 

On  e  tering  his  room,  I  was  struck  with  amazement 
by  his  g:nasily  and  terrific  countenance,  which  ^sufBci* 
ently  in  ncated  the  horror  of  his  i^iiilty  consci^^nc.?.  Oi; 
enquiring  how  he  felt  him*<elf,  he  replied,  ^  Miserable 
and  wretched  in  the  extreme.'*  I  asked  him  (^  ith  a 
view  to  expose  tne  fallacy  and  futility  of  his  creed,) 

Hiii  will  A  our  rational  scheme  of  religion  aiford  you 
i>o consolation  in  your  present  extremity  V"  He  answercj! 
in  the  negative,  with  an  emphasis  wnich  I  shall  not  soor 
forget  After  pausing  a  little  he  sai  l.  •  Surely,  I  wa5^ 
the  greatest  fool  in  the  world  to  become  the  dnpa  of 
kicked  and  designing  men:  1  am  justly  consitcn  d  to 
that  hell,  the  idea  of  wliich  1  once  laughe  I  at 
Reminding  him  of  the  compassion  of  God  to  sinutrs,  hf^ 
very  abruptly  interi^hpted'  m<^,  exclaiming,  But  i  aon 
hot  penitent.    I  have  no  conpuuctioil  in  my  callous 


iieart :  ii  is  the  fear  of  oternal  darartltioti  that  is  a#ak* 
c?n€d  ir>  my  guilty  soul  !~and  this  ftor  is  the  pledge  and 
fortas^te  pf  the  torment  c^f  the  damned.  Eternat  fire  I 
eternal  fire  I  Who  can  dwell  with  everlasting  burning  ? 
I  dare  not  die,  (eOiitinu^^  and  yet  rtrast  !  O  that 

I  hail  anothier  day  to  five!— but  1  cannot  be  indulged  in 
my  w-ish ;  and  what  if  I  could,  it  would  answer  no  ead ! 
I  must  P^^i'i^i??  I  must  endeavour  to  rec(>ncile  myself  to 
the  thought:  I  am  dying,  I  am  dying  I'* 

After  the^e  afleoting  exclamations,  he  'becarae  a 
Httie  more  dispassionate ;  Which  determined  me  to  run 
Itome  for  a  short  account  of  the  Death  of  the  JBarl  of 
Rochestefv^  which  I  had  in  my  possession*  -On  re- 
onterlag  bis  room,  one  of  the  attendants  informed  me 
lie  had  been  much  worse  in  my  absence  than  he  wa»: 
before:  he  was  then,  however,  composed,  which  gav^e 
mean  opportunity  of  reading  it  to  him. 

Perceiving  he  had  no  objection,  I  read  the  EarFs 
Recantation,  which  his  Lordship  subscribed  and  or*- 
dered  to  be  published. 

Whilst  I  was  reading,  his  alien tion  seemed  to  be  much 
engaged ;  but  T  had  no  sootier  dtme,  than  he  became 
^  ery  restless :  and  shrieking,  cryed  put,      See,  see!-— * 
4nn't  jon  see  them?  They  are  coine  for  me;  Sav« 
ine,  sav^e  me  i  I  must  go  to  my  own  place,— God  save 
file  ?  Vyhither  shall  I  go  to  hide  myself  ?  I  am  sink- 
lDg5,;-r~I  am  going !  Damned,  damiled,  for  ever  damned 
— ^Aud  while  uttering  the  last  word,  died,  with  infernal 
liorror  stnkingly  pourtrayed  in  bi^;  countenance:^  .■ 
Will  in^d^els  and  sinners  of  other  descriptiolis  not 
fear  and  tremble,  having  such  awfiil^  examples  before 
^i^eir  eyes?  Let  them  reject  on  the  "just  ^severity  of 
liod  ;  and  not  forget  thait  he  is  to  the  finaliy  impenitent, 
a.  coijbuming  fire,"  (H^b.  sii.  29.) 

^     ♦  Tract  No,  6,  piibllsbed  by  the  Religloutj  Tract  Society  ^  _ 
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